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Malaysia’s Foreign Policy Towards Palestine in the Post-Independence Era:
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Vietnam and Climate Change

Understanding the Politics of Vietnamese Climate Adaptation:
The Case of Dyke Policies in Ca Mau Province
Nguyen Minh Quang, James Borton, and Wil Hout

Territorial Disputes

The Territorial Disputes in the SCS and Taiwan’s Democracy Dividends
Serafettin Yilmaz and Fu—Kuo Liu

A Study on China-—Myanmar Complex Interdependence Based on 503
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Xiongguan Zhu, Lili Tan, and Wanshu Li

North Korea

Whose Economic Pain for What Security Gain?
The Strategic and Normative Concerns Surrounding the UN Sanctions on North Korea
Dong Jin Kim, Luca Coscieme, and Eunsuk Hong

From Coercive Distribution to Material Co—optation:
Changing Mechanisms of Political Control in North Korea’s Labor Market
Peter Ward, Andrei Lankov, and Jivoung Kim

BOOK SYMPOSIUM

Book Symposium on David M. McCourt. 2024. The End of Engagement:
America’s China and Russia Experts and US Strategy Since 1989. New York: Oxford University

Press.
Robert A. Kapp, Franziska Barbara Keller, David M. McCourt
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- 4|2 Opening Pandora's Box: Is South Korea's Nuclearization Feasible and Desirable?

< Opening Pandora's Box: Is South Korea's Nuclearization Feasible and Desirable? >

The nuclear armament debate has become prominent in contemporary South Korean
politics, driven by security concerns toward North Korea's nuclear development and the
credibility of U.S. extended nuclear deterrence. The Trump 2.0 Presidency hasfurther
heightened the debate, with advocates claiming strategic opportunities and necessities
for South Korea's nuclear independence. This article examines the debate, evaluating
the feasibility and desirability of nuclear armament. The article argues that technological,
diplomatic, and domestic political factors pose obstacles to current feasibility. Even if such
obstacles are mitigated, nuclear armament has limited security benefits and negative trade-
offs, limiting its desirability as a long-term

strategic solution. This article contributes to the literature by offering a critical yet holistic
perspective on the implications of South Korea's nuclearization, urging policymakers, and
the public not to view nuclear weapons as a panacea, but rather to weigh their risks and
benefits alongside alternative security approaches.
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Implications of a Compromised and Mutually
Tolerated Dissonance

2025. 12. 12. Jehun Lee[Adjunct Professor / University of North Korean Studies]

After APEC Breakthrough, How South Korea Can
Achieve Its Nuclear Submarine Ambitions

2025. 12. 12. Hackyoung Bae[Professor / Korea National Defense University]
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Tructure of Lee Jae Myung Government’s North
Korea Policy and Future Tasks

2025. 12. 16. Cheol-wun Jang[Research Fellow / Korea Institute for National Unification]
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Status of Chinese Inbound Tourism to South
Korea and Proposals for Its Sustainable
Revitalization

2025. 12. 16. Hyoungjong Kim[Associate Research Fellow / Korea Culture & Tourism Institute]
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South Korea-China Summit and the Korean
Peninsula Issue

2026. 1. 8. Yu—hwan Koh[Professor Emeritus of Department of North Korean Studies at

Dongguk University / Former President of Korean Institute for National Unification (KINU)]

Dream of Self-reliant defense-Not a “Nuclear-
armed Submarine” but an “Atomic-powered
submarine

2026. 1. 8. Yong Hoon Jang[Adjunct Professor / University of North Korean Studies]
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Tasks for South Korea-China Cooperation
Centered on Building a Structure of Mutual
Benefit for Peace on the Korean Peninsula

2026. 1. 19. Haejung Lee[Director of the Center on Economic Studies of Unification / Hyundai
Research Institute]

Full Restoration of South Korea-China
Relations and Ways to Enhance Affinity

2026. 1. 22. Gyubeom Kim[Research Fellow, Institute for National Security Strategy]
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Rethinking the North Korea Question: A Theoretically
Grounded, Institutionally Coordinated, and Ideologically
Oriented Strategy for Long-Term Stability

2026. 1. 7. Walter Klitz Dr. h.c. Kyungnam University / former Director of the Friedrich-Naumann-
Foundation for North and South Korea
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Strategic Implications of Adjusting the ROK-US
Combined Military Exercises for Renewing Inter-
Korean Dialogue in 2026

2026. 1. 16. Tae—Hwan Kwak, Ph.D.[Professor Emeritus, Eastern Kentucky University / Former

President, Korea Institute for National Unification]
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