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IFES’s mission to promote peace on the Korean Peninsula,

the region, and the world continues, as do our efforts to support
scholarship and advance positive change for the improvement of
inter—Korean relations and the promotion of Korean unification.

MESSAGE FROM THE PRESIDENT

ABOUT IFES

« Vision / History / Researchers

ACADEMIC ACTIVITIES

+ Conferences / Samcheong Forum / Expert Roundtables

PUBLICATIONS

» Books / Academic Journals

* IFES Brief & Forum

- Strategic Analysis of Korean Peninsula

- 2025 Expert Survey on the Assessment of the Korean Peninsula Situation

- Faculty Research Papers

DOMESTIC AND INTERNATIONAL EXCHANGE / EDUCATION

« 2025 New Year's Meeting for IFES Chair Professors, Visiting Professors,
and Visiting Research Fellows

« IFES Fellowship Program

 Academic Exchange Activities

« IFES Al Academy

+ “Introduction to North Korean Materials” Program

« Visits by Domestic and International University Students

IFES IN THE PRESS

LIBRARY NEWS

- Library Information Session

- Notice on the Collection of Public Materials from Inter-Korean Talks
« Opening North Korean Materials for Research Access
 Book-Sharing(Open Stacks)
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MESSAGE FROM THE PRESIDENT

Established in 1972, the Institute for Far Eastern Studies (IFES)
of Kyungnam University was founded to contribute to peace on
the Korean Peninsula through in-depth research and analysis
of political, diplomatic, economic, military, and socio-cultural
developments on the Peninsula, and in major related countries,
including North Korea. Even amid the enduring Cold War-era
tension and division, the IFES has, for more than half a century,
remained fully committed to research centered on North Korea
and the issue of unification, guided by its mission to promote
peace on the Korean Peninsula and advance unification.

In 2025, the situation on the Korean Peninsula and the broader
international environment became increasingly complex and
experienced multiple structural changes. North Korea's stance
of viewing inter-Korean relations through the doctrine of ‘two
hostile states’ has become more entrenched, alongside the
strengthening of its cooperation with Russia, while dialogue and
exchange between the two Koreas have remained suspended
for an extended period. In particular, following the inauguration
of the second Trump administration, uncertainty in the
international order has intensified. As wars and conflicts around
the world have become protracted, the security environment
in East Asia has likewise entered a period of heightened
uncertainty. Against this backdrop, the IFES has concentrated
its research capabilities on conducting rigorous analyses of the
evolving geopolitical landscape, with a particular focus on the
structural dynamics of severed inter-Korean relations and the
reconfiguration of the East Asian order.

In response to these developments, the IFES has sought to
propose policy directions aimed at improving inter-Korean
relations and enhancing South Korea'’s strategic and diplomatic
autonomy through a wide range of studies. These efforts
have been intended to build empirical foundationa for future
policy discussions, grounded in an objective assessment of the
realities facing our society amid a rapidly changing international
environment.

Furthermore, the rapid advancement of Al technology has
brought about not only structural changes in everyday life,
but also significant transformations in the academic research
environment. Recognizing the transformations and harnessing
the advancements the IFES launched the “Al Academy”
to address shifts in the international landscape alongside
technological change. Through this initiative, the Institute has
established new academic research networks on peace on the
[Korean Peninsula, grounded in sustained dialogue and close
communication with experts in the field.

As issues related to the Korean Peninsula have become
increasingly internationalized and a new regional order

has begun to take shape in East Asia, the IFES has actively
expanded its engagement in international academic exchanges.
In this context, the IFES co-hosted the “Peace Forum 2025”
with Soka University of Japan and Chinese Culture University of
Taiwan, and concluded an academic exchange agreement with
the Institute of International Studies at Shandong University in
China. The IFES also held a joint academic conference under
the theme “South Korea-China Cooperation amid the Transition
of the Regional Order in Northeast Asia”. These initiatives
marked a significant step forward in advancing academic
exchanges with international scholars and in strengthening
transnational research solidarity on peace in East Asia.

In addition to expanding international exchanges, the IFES has
devoted substantial efforts to fostering early-career scholars
in Korea and strengthening research networks. Through a
series of academic events held under the themes “Directions
and Challenges for Inter-Korean and East Sea Rim Economic
Cooperation through the Use of the Northern Sea Route”
and “Discourses on Korean Peninsula Unification for Future
Generations”, the IFES provided a platform for in-depth
discussion among emerging researchers and established
experts on the roles and responsibilities of the academic
community amid a rapidly evolving international order and
ongoing technological innovation.

In addition, the IFES newly launched the “Introduction to North
Korean Materials” program to enhance university students’ and
emerging researchers’ capacity to understand and effectively
utilize data related to North Korea. Through this program, the
IFES observed heightened academic interest in North Korea
among participating students, as well as a deeper awareness of
the key issues surrounding peace and unification on the Korean
Peninsula. The initiative also provided an opportunity for the
IFES to reaffirm its academic and social responsibilities, and to
reflect on the significance and weight of those responsibilities.

Looking ahead to 2026, the international environment, including
developments on the Korean Peninsula, and the broader
paradigm of inter-Korean relations are expected to undergo a
range of new changes and challenges. Guided by its founding
principles of advancing inter-Korean relations and establishing
lasting peace on the Korean Peninsula, the IFES will continue
to strive to remain at the forefront of academic discourse by
providing rigorous analyses of key issues and presenting forward-
looking research outcomes and policy alternatives. We sincerely
than you and ask for your continued interest, unwavering
encouragement, and sustained support in the years ahead.

Jae Kyu Park
President of Kyungnam University
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ABOUT IFES RYS[y

The Institute for Far Eastern Studies of Kyungnam University was founded in 1972 with the aim of exploring
theoretical approaches and policy alternatives on the establishment of peace in Northeast Asia and unification on

the Korean Peninsula.

The IFES conducts in-depth research on international relations and Northeast Asian issues, with a particular focus
on North Korea and unification, and is committed to promoting peace on the Korean Peninsula and improving and

developing inter-Korean relations.

+ In-depth research on North Korea, inter-Korean relations, peace and unification on the Korean Peninsula, East
Asia and international relations

- Organization of international conferences, Unification Strategy Forum, seminars, workshops, and lectures with
participation from scholars both domestically and internationally

+ Publication of research books, reports and academic journals

+ Comprehensive research support for Korean Peninsula and international affairs researchers and students

+ Maintenance of a specialized library containing primary source materials on North Korea, accessible to both
domestic and international researchers dedicated to North Korean and unification studies.
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History

Commencement of research on communist countries, North Korea, and Northeast Asia

» 1972.09.

» 1973.04.

» 1977.03.

Establishment Tonghan Institute of Kyungnam University

(1973.03 Re-designation to The Institute for Far Eastern Studies)

Hosting of an international conference in Washington D.C. under the title “Korea and Its
Surrounding Powers”

Inaugural publication of Asian Perspective

Diversification and expansion of international academic exchanges and research

» 1985.01.
» 1989. 02.

» 1989.10.

Inaugural publication of Korea and World Politics

Establishment of an academic exchange with the Institute of Oriental Studies of the
USSR Academy of Sciences (now the Russian Academy of Sciences)

Hosting of the Korea's first international academic conference entitled “World Transition and Marxism”

Leading response to post-Cold War historical change

» 1993. 04.
» 1995.10.
» 1998. 08.
» 1999. 05.

Establishment of an academic exchange with Renmin University of China

Launch of “Unification Strategy Forum”

Establishment of an academic exchange with Kim Chaek University of Technology
Founding “Inter-Korean Economic Cooperation Academy”

New era of reconciliation and cooperation

+ 2000. 05.

» 2005.12.

* 2006. 06.

National Research Foundation of Korea selects Asian Perspective as the best international
academic journal of social sciences in South Korea (for four consecutive years since 1996)
Selected as a key research institute for the Advanced Research Center Program by the
National Research Foundation of Korea

Establishment of an academic exchange agreement with North Korea’s National
Reunification Institute

Expansion of international conference and strategic dialogue

» 2015. 06.
» 2017.09.

» 2018. 05.
- 2018.11.

Hosting of the 2015 Korea Global Forum (KGF)

1st Peace Forum held jointly by Kyungnam University, Soka University of Japan, and
Chinese Culture University of Taiwan

Hosting of the 2018 Korea Global Forum (KGF)

Receipt of the Grand Prize of the 14th DMZ Peace Prize in 2018

New leap forward into the next 50 years

» 2020. 03.

2022. 08.
» 2023.03.
» 2023.09.
» 2024. 06.

e 2024.12.

» 2025. 07.
» 2025. 07.

» 2025. 09.
» 2025. 09.

Selected as the leading organization of the Academic Exchange Support Program for North
Korean and Unification Studies, nurturing overseas experts on the Korean Peninsula
Hosting of an international conference in Celebration of the 50th Anniversary of the
Establishment of IFES

Launch of the “IFES North Korea Nuclear Academy”

Launch of the “Samcheong Forum”

Peace Forum held jointly by Kyungnam University, Soka University of Japan, and Chinese
Culture University of Taiwan

Establishment of an academic exchange Agreement with Jilin Academy of Social Sciences of China
Launch of “Introduction to North Korean Materials” program

Signing of an Academic Exchange Agreement (MOU) with the School of Foreign
Languages at Tianjin Normal University, China

Establishment of the “Al Academy”

Signing of an Academic Exchange Agreement (MOU) with the Institute of International
Studies at Shandong University, China

09



2025 IFES ANNUAL REPORT

IFES 271

o

IF2(OPMIE] CHE

il A
- 2y

OFJ

.
__o_|
=

of
ol
0=

__o;

I
<0

7l

HIcH

[e:

.

lod
il
ol
__Oﬁ

ilod

g

ol

T LEAFAHESY (SO OF =H[FX|, &=)

Ki

_

SHo2A)

« HMS 0=SQAHEE (ZASY, =HIRR)

F

™

O

Bl

e

18 H&2=2E2 M| X2

X
KO

<

ol

[
%r_|

N
rH
Ho

77
ol
®

|AF S EHEO[AF

3

e JIFY

2
1o

O

QLT ST H|OIFCH STALEA

r) o1 le!

siystel

=
:I;

=irhsk

iiol

o BfH FIR2{AlOHR32H0[Lf CHAL

=5

Cf chels:

g

I

ol

=5

M chels
(aCkAfolah U Fipzleich

Al

|ALF
oo

A
L

He

« Q

« QILT| 0L L= A 0| 2CHst Hoj| w4

ol
=

CIESy

=l

WISLHBRTR}

ol
=

<+
E

ol
ol
0

__O._

I

ﬁ
ok
r

ol
==

of

10



2025 IFES ANNUAL REPORT

:\:{olUNNIISSI Researchers

Professors

Jeong Jin Park, Vice President for Special Affairs (North
Korean Politics and Unification)

Kwan-Sei Lee, Director, IFES (North Korean Politics and
Unification, Inter-Korean Relations)

Eul-Chul Lim, Director of Research (North Korean Political
Economy, North Korean Development and Cooperation)
Hyung-Jong Lee, Director of Planning & Promotion (North
Korean Society and Psychology)

Young Joon Choi, Director of International Cooperation (North
Korean Politics and Unification, Inter-Korean Relations)
Jin-Goo Cho, Director of Japan Research Center (East Asian
International Politics, Japan)

Byong-Chul Lee, Director of North Korean Nuclear Issue
Research Center (Nuclear Non-Proliferation, Nuclear Strategy,
Korea-US Relations)

Jaewook Chung, Director of U.S. Research Center (Military
Alliance, International Security)

Sang Bum Kim, Director of North Korean Research Center
(North Korean Politics and Diplomacy)

Visiting Chair Professors

In-Duk Kang, Former Minister of Unification

Ho-Young Ahn, Former ROK Ambassador to the United States,
Former President of University of North Korean Studies
Su-Hoon Lee, Former ROK Ambassador to Japan

Byung-Jae Cho, Former Chancellor of the Korea National
Diplomatic Academy

Yoshitaka Kawamoto, Youngkwangsa CEO

Visiting Professors

Gi Won Kwon, Head of Legislation & Government Relations at
Consulting Center at DR & AJU, Former Chief Expert Advisor
of the National Assembly's Foreign Affairs and Unification
Committee

Ro-Byug Park, Former Ambassador to Russia, Former
Ambassador to Ukraine

Seung Nam Shin, Former Vice President for Foreign Affairs at
Seoil University

Seiman Goda, Professor Emeritus at Kanagawa University of
Japan

Masao Okonogi, Emeritus at Keio University of Japan

Sang Man Lee, Former Professor at IFES

Hyung Shin Yim, President of Korea Special Mission Merit
Association

Lingxian Quan, Attorney at Logos Law Firm

Koren M. Jo, Assistant Professor at the State University of
New York Korea
Yoon-Ho Cha, Former Member of Presidential Council on
Nation Branding

Visiting Research Fellows

Gil Sup Kwak, President of One Korea Center

Chae Won Kwak, Full-time Researcher at the Institute of
Transdivision and Border Studies (ITBS) at Shinhan University
Keum Sang Kwon, Research Fellow at the University of North
Korean Studies

Yeon-chul Kim, Professor at Inje University (Former Minister
of Unification)

Young Hee Kim, Vice President of the Korean Association of
North Korean Studies

So-Hye Park, Research Professor at the Simyeon Institute for
North Korean Studies, University of North Korean Studies
Joo-Seok Seo, Former Deputy Minister of Defense

Seulgi Seon, Head of Research, Research Center for North
Korean Marketization Korea Development Cooperation
Institute (KDCI)

Byung-min Ahn, President of the North Korean Economic Forum
Dong Yoon Lee, Expert Advisor at Yoon & Yang LLC
Jae-Yong Jung, Advisor to Samsung Global Research, Former
Senior Reporter at Yonhap News Agency

Eun Seok Choi, Professor of Law at the Republic of Korea Air
Force Academy

Jin-Hwan Choi, Teacher at Sunrin Internet High School

Research Fellows

Joon Hye Park (Ph.D. in North Korean Studies, University of
North Korean Studies)
Hyunjoo Oh (Ph.D. in Chinese History, Peking University)

Research Fellows of Partner University
(University of North Korean Studies)

Jong Dae Shin, President

Jeong Min Park, Vice President of External Affairs

Jung Kim, Dean of Academic Affairs

Youngsoo Yu, Director of Planning

Dong-Yub Kim, Professor, Director of the Simyeon Institute
for North Korean Studies

Kab-Woo Koo, Professor

Moon-Soo Yang, Professor

Park Phillip Hookon, Professor

Juhwa Park, Professor
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ACADEMIC ACTIVITIES

Conferences
Samcheong Forum

Expert Roundtables
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ACADEMIC ACTIVITIES Conferences

The Institute for Far Eastern Studies of Kyungnam University is primarily dedicated to advancing academic
discourse and drawing policy implications that contribute to peace and stability on the Korean Peninsula and in
Northeast Asia. In 2025 alone, the IFES organized ten academic conferences with the participation of leading
domestic and international scholars, experts, and relevant institutions. These events provided a platform for
in-depth discussion of critical issues in regional and inter-Korean affairs. Through these activities, the IFES
strengthened its academic network and reinforced its role in fostering the next generation of researchers.

Academic Seminar on the Spring Special Issue of “Korea and World Politics”

The Institute for Far Eastern Studies of Kyungnam University
hosted an academic seminar on the Spring Special Issue
of “Korea and World Politics”, under the theme of ‘North
Korea-China Relations and International Political Theory’.
This special edition carries significant meaning, as it
highlights North Korea-China relations through the lens of
international political theory, despite the limited availability
of relevant research data and the prevailing focus on Korea-
U.S.-Japan policy dynamics in existing studies.

Professor Hee Ok Lee of Sungkyunkwan University, who
served as the guest editor of the issue, assessed the seminar
as a valuable platform for applying diverse theoretical and
analytical frameworks at a time when research specializing
in North Korea-China relations remains limited. The seminar
featured in-depth discussions across eight key themes,
including ANorth Korea’s Strategy toward China in the Kim
Jong Un Era, AChina’s Strategic Narrative Regarding the
North Korean Nuclear Issue, ADiplomatic Discourse under
the Kim Jong Un-Xi Jinping Leadership Period (2013~2024),

Date  January 22, 2025

Place  IFES Conference Room

North Korea-China Relations and International
Theme o
Political Theory

and the ATheory of Active Buffer States and the Evolving
North Korea-China Relations.

Theme 1 North Korea’s Strategy Toward China in the Kim Jong

Un Era

- Presenter: Hee Ok Lee (Professor, Sungkyunkwan University),
Haiin Chung (Research Fellow, Sungkyunkwan University)

- Discussant: Kihyun Lee (Professor, Hankuk University of Foreign
Studies)

Theme 2 China’s Strategic Narrative Regarding the North Korean

Nuclear Issue

- Presenter: Su-Jeong Kang (Professor, Chosun University)

- Discussant: Ju Hee Han (Visiting Research Fellow, University of
North Korean Studies)

Theme 3 Diplomatic Discourse under the Kim Jong Un-Xi

Jinping Leadership Period (2013~2024)

- Presenter: Kyubeom Kim (Visiting Research Fellow, Sejong Institute)

- Discussant: Jae-hung Chung (Senior Research Fellow, Sejong
Institute)

Theme 4 The Theory of Active Buffer States and the Evolving

North Korea-China Relations

- Presenter: Hankwon Kim (Professor, Korea National Diplomatic
Academy)

- Discussant: Jung Nam Lee (Professor, Korea University)

Theme 5 Kim Il Sung’s Three Attempts to Initiate the Korean
War and China’s Alliance-Level Restraint

- Presenter: Daekwon Son (Professor, Sogang University)

- Discussant: Yongjun Han (Ph.D., Peking University)

Theme 6 Ontological Security and North Korea-China ‘Strategic

Cooperation’ in the Era of U.S.-China Strategic Competition

- Presenter: Jongho Shin (Professor, Hanyang University)

- Discussant: Dong-Ryul Lee (Professor, Dongduk Women's
University)

Theme 7 A Horizontal Diffusion Model of the Security Dilemma
- Presenter: Sungmin Cho (Professor, Sungkyunkwan University)
- Discussant: Mingyu Lee (Research Fellow, The Seoul Institute)

Theme 8 Shifts in North Korea’s External Strategy under Kim

Jong Un and Its Strategy toward China

- Presenter: Suk-hoon Hong (Professor, Changwon National
University)

- Discussant: Hyeong Jun Park (Professor, Konkuk University)
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ACADEMIC ACTIVITIES Conferences

The 75th Unification Strategy Forum

The Institute for Far Eastern Studies of Kyungnam University
held the 75th Unification Strategy Forum to evaluate
North Korea’s state of affairs in 2024 and to forecast
developments for 2025.

In the political sphere, discussions focused on topics such as
Athe adoption of the ‘two hostile states” doctrine, ANorth
Korea’s efforts to amplify its achievements by dispatching
troops to the Russia-Ukraine war, and ANorth Korea’s
domestic and foreign strategies built around exploratory
engagement with the United States. Participants also
engaged in in-depth discussions on shifts in hostile policies
toward South Korea and the outlook for North Korea’s
relations with both the United States and Russia. In the
economic sphere, participants reviewed the outcomes of
North Korea’s ‘Five-Year Economic Development Plan” and
discussed future prospects. They assessed that although
uncertainties persist both internally and externally as 2025
marks the final year of the plan, key goals are likely to be
achieved if current trends continue.

This forum took place ahead of the Ninth Party Congress,
which will be held for the third time since Kim Jong Un
came to power, and it served as an opportunity to develop

consensus on the need for a level-headed response amid

uncertainty surrounding changes on the Korean Peninsula,
including the launch of the second Trump administration.

Date  February 4, 2025

Place  IFES Jeongsan Hall

Theme Assessment of the North Korean Situation in 2024 &
Outlook for 2025

Session 1 North Korean Politics: 2024 Assessment and

2025 Outlook

- Presenter: Gil Sup Kwak (President, One Korea Center)

- Discussant: Joon Hee Jeong (Research Fellow, Research
Institute for Governance)

Session 2 North Korea’s Hostile Policy towards South
Korea: Changes and Outlook

- Presenter: Youngchul Chung (Professor, Sogang University)
- Discussant: Sang Bum Kim (Professor, IFES)

Session 3 North Korea’s Foreign Policy ®: The Second

Trump Administration and Outlook on North Korea’s

Strategy towards the U.S

- Presenter: Sang Ki Kim (Research Fellow, Korea Institute
for National Unification)

- Discussant: Kyu-duk Noh (Visiting Professor, Halla
University)

Session 4 North Korea’s Foreign Policy @: Continuity and
Change in North Korea-Russia Relations

- Presenter: Jinho Doo (Research Fellow, Korea Institute for
Defense Analyses)

- Discussant: Kyungmo Ahn (Professor, Korea National
Defense University)

Session 5 North Korea’s Economy: Assessment and

Outlook on the ‘Five-Year Economic Development Plan’

- Presenter: Moon-Soo Yang (Professor, UNKS)

- Discussant: Ji Young Choi (Research Fellow, Korea Institute
for National Unification)
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ACADEMIC ACTIVITIES Conferences

Academic Seminar on ‘The Inauguration of the Trump Administration
and the Outlook for the Korean Peninsula in 2025’

The Institute for Far Eastern Studies of Kyungnam University
hosted an academic seminar titled ‘The Inauguration of
the Trump Administration and the Outlook for the Korean
Peninsula in 2025’.

During the keynote address, IFES Visiting Chair Professor
Byung-Jae Cho assessed the possibility that the Trump
administration may revisit the policy framework governing
North Korea’s nuclear issue. He highlighted potential
avenues for adjustment, including Asanctions relief, A
efforts to improve bilateral relations, Aan end-of-war and
peace declaration, and Aa reduction in the U.S. military
presence on the Korean Peninsula.

Participants noted that 2025 is likely to be marked more
by an ongoing power struggle than by meaningful dialogue
or negotiation between North Korea and the United States.
They also projected that North Korea would strengthen
its external relations, particularly with Russia, while inter-
Korean tensions and disengagement based on the ‘two-
state theory’ would persist over the long term. The seminar
additionally examined the conditions required for the
resumption of U.S.-North Korea summit-level talks, including
ANorth Korea’s pursuit of a perceived balance of power vis-
a-vis the United States and Athe identification of a shared
external adversary.

— == =
— e ? =

g 202518 o gy e hias

=3 R s, N
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Date February 5, 2025

Place IFES Conference Room

Theme The Inauguration of the Trump Adm_inistra_tion
and the Outlook for the Korean Peninsula in 2025
President Jae Kyu Park of Kyungnam University,

PATtiCDants Chairperson Sun Hyang Kim of the Simyeon

Institute for North Korean Studies, and more than
30 faculty members from the IFES and the UNKS

“Nonproliferation-Nuclear Energy Forum”,
hosted by the Korea Nuclear Policy Society (KNPS)

Around 40 researchers from KNPS and Byong-Chul Lee,
IFES Professor and Director of North Korean Nuclear Issue
Research Center, convened at the IFES for a forum held
under the two themes of A‘Coexistence with a Nuclear-
Armed North Korea: The Triple Dilemma of Deterrence,
Alliance, and Autonomy’, and A’Requirements for South
Korea as a Nuclear-Energy Powerhouse: Balancing
Nonproliferation Responsibilities with Industrial Demand'.

The forum was organized into two sessions, each featuring
presentations followed by in-depth discussions. Session
1 focused on the uncertainty surrounding the Korean
Peninsula and the regional order, and issues of nuclear
deterrence, while Session 2 offered a comprehensive
examination of nuclear fuel issues confronting South Korea’s
nuclear industry, including enrichment and reprocessing.

Date July 11, 2025

Place IFES Conference Room

IFES Professor Byong-Chul Lee (Director of
Participants North Korean Nuclear Issue Research Center)
and around 40 researchers from KNPS
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ACADEMIC ACTIVITIES Conferences

Peace Forum 2025

The Institute for Far Eastern Studies of Kyungnam University
hosted the Peace Forum 2025 with Soka University of
Japan and Chinese Culture University of Taiwan under
the theme, ‘Outlook on Changes in the Northeast Asian
Situation and the Responses of the Three Countries in Light
of Trump’s Second Tern'.

In his opening remarks, President Jae Kyu Park emphasized
that the forum presents “an opportunity to analyze the
shifting international landscape following the launch of
the second Trump administration, exchange perspectives
from Korea, Japan, and Taiwan, and seek ways to promote
cooperation for peace in Northeast Asia.”

In the forum, there was an in-depth discussion between
domestic and international experts under three sessions
of APolicy Proposals on Northeast Asia by the Korean
Government: Focusing on North Korea Policy, AOutlook on
U.S.-China-Russia Relations and Japan's Response, and A

Outlook on Cross-Strait Relations and Taiwan’s Response.

Kyungnam University, Soka University, and Chinese Culture
University have been holding the ‘Peace Forum’ annually

woe: PEACE FORUM 2025 =

O ERsY  EUD 27| GUB FACHYY Hep WY B IR g we= e =

Date  June 13, 2025

Kyungnam University Peace Hall (1st Floor, Changjo

Pl Building)

Outlook on Changes in the Northeast Asian Situation
Theme and the Responses of the Three Countries in Light of
Trump’s Second Term

since 2017, rotating locations each year to promote peace
research in East Asia and academic exchange among the
three countries.

Opening

- Opening Remarks: Jae Kyu Park (President, Kyungnam
University) / Mika Suzuki (President, Soka University)
(Video Message), Chia-Chuen Chang (Professor, Chinese

Culture University)
Moderator: Jaewook Chung (Professor, IFES)

Session 1 Policy Proposals on Northeast Asia by the

Korean Government: Focusing on North Korea Policy

- Presenter: Young Joon Choi (Director of International
Cooperation, IFES)

- Discussant: Hideki Tamai (Vice President, Soka University)
/ Chia-Yin Wei (Professor, Chinese Culture University)

Session 2 Outlook on U.S.-China-Russia Relations and

Japan’s Response

- Presenter: Minoru Koide (Professor, Soka University)

- Discussant: Eul-Chul Lim (Professor, IFES) / Roger S. Chen
(Professor, Chinese Culture University)

Session 3 Outlook on Cross-Strait Relations and Taiwan’s

Response

- Presenter: Chia-Chuen Chang (Professor, Chinese Culture
University)

- Discussant: Sang Man Lee (Visiting Professor, IFES) /
Jonathan Luckhurst (Professor, Soka University)
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ACADEMIC ACTIVITIES Conferences

“The 9th Northeast Asia Think Tank Forum”
hosted by the Jilin Academy of Social Sciences in China

The Institute for Far Eastern Studies of Kyungnam University
delivered presentations on two topics at “The 9th Northeast
Asia Think Tank Forum”, hosted by Jilin Academy of Social
Sciences in China.

The presentations addressed two topics of AConditions
and Challenges for the Success of Korea-China Supply Chain
Cooperation, and AThe Role of Think Tanks in Industrial
Supply Chain Cooperation between Korea and China in the
Digital Transformation Era, followed by active exchanges of
views with other participants.

The forum was held under the theme “The Future of
Northeast Asia with Jilin Province: A New Vision for Regional

Date  August 26, 2025

Jilin Academy of Social Sciences in China, Conference

Place
Room

Theme The Future of Northeast Asia with Jilin Province:
A New Vision for Regional Cooperation

Cooperation”, and featured in-depth discussions across
a range of areas, including Adigital transformation and
industrial and supply chain cooperation, Acultural exchange
and digital transformation, and the Acultivation of youth
talent and the development of digital humanities.

Opening Remarks: Lixin Liu (President, Jilin Academy of Social
Sciences)

Thematic Presentation: (Moderator) Liangiang Guo (Vice

President, Jilin Academy of Social Sciences)

- Presentation 1: ‘Conditions and Challenges for the
Success of Korea-China Supply Chain Cooperation and
Cooperation with China in Climate Change Adaptation’ by
Kwan-Sei Lee (Director, IFES)

- Presentation 2: ‘The Role of Think Tanks in Industrial

Supply Chain Cooperation between Korea and China in
the Digital Transformation Era’ by Eul-Chul Lim (Professor,
IFES)

- Presentation 3: ‘The Development of the Northern Sea
Route and Maritime Economic Cooperation in Northeast
Asia: Strategic Shifts and the Potential for Cooperation
between South Korea and China’ by Dong-Yub Kim
(Professor, UNKS)

- Discussant: Moon-Soo Yang (Professor, UNKS)
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ACADEMIC ACTIVITIES Conferences

Emerging Experts Research Network Session 1:
Korean Peninsula Experts Roundtable

The Institute for Far Eastern Studies of Kyungnam University
held a Korean Peninsula Experts Roundtable, in cooperation
with the Korean Association of North Korean Studies,
the KDB North Korea Policy Forum, and the Institute for
Northeast Asian Development Cooperation at Chung-Ang
University under the theme ‘Directions and Challenges
for Inter-Korean and East Sea Rim Economic Cooperation
through the Use of the Northern Sea Route’.

In his opening remarks, Kwan-Sei Lee, Director of IFES,
emphasized “Exploring the directions and challenges for
inter-Korean and East Sea Rim economic cooperation
through the Northern Sea Route goes beyond the issue of
regional economies; it provides an important opportunity
to seek a new strategic vision for the Korean Peninsula
and Northeast Asia within the changing international
environment.”

Participating experts underscored the need to cultivate new
growth engines by advancing a K-logistics strategy linked
to the Northern Sea Route-TSR, strengthening norms and
safety frameworks through the international multilateral

Date  September 29, 2025

Korea Press Center (19th Floor, Press Conference

Place Room)

Directions and Challenges for Inter-Korean and East
Theme Sea Rim Economic Cooperation through the Use of
the Northern Sea Route

system, and promoting eco-friendly shipping and digital
navigation. They further shared the view that cooperation
on the Northern Sea Route could evolve into a model of
shared prosperity between the two Koreas.

Opening

- Opening Remarks: Sang-Man Lee (Chairman, Korea
Development Cooperation Institute) / Kwan-Sei Lee (Director,
IFES) / Yong-Hwan Choi (President, Korean Association of
North Korean Studies)

Thematic Presentation: (Moderator) Sang-Man Lee (Professor

Emeritus, Chung-Ang University)

- Presentation 1: ‘The Strategic Value of the Northern Sea
Route Initiative’ by Seulgi Seon (Visiting Research Fellow, IFES)

- Presentation 2: ‘Economic Opportunities of the Northern
Sea Route and the Direction of East Sea Rim Economic
Cooperation’ by Jin-Hoi Hwang (Research Fellow, Korea
Maritime Institute)

- Designated Discussion: Mi-Yeon Kim (Research Fellow, Korea
Development Bank) on economic and industrial issues / Ji-

Young Hong (Senior Research Fellow, Export-Import Bank
of Korea) on finance and development cooperation / Tae-
Eui Lee (Senior Research Fellow, Korea Energy Economics
Institute) on energy and resources / Jong-Won Kim (Research
Fellow, Institute for National Security Strategy) on defense
and security / Ho-gu Kang (Visiting Professor, Chung-Ang
University) on China's perspective / Jung-Bae Seo (Visiting
Professor, Korea National University of Education) on inter-
Korean relations

General Discussion: (Moderator) Hyung-Seok Kim (Senior

Adviser, Korea Development Cooperation Institute)

- Bong-hyun Cho (Executive Vice President, IBK Pension
Insurance Co,, Ltd.) / Eul-Chul Lim (Professor, IFES) and other
participating experts
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ACADEMIC ACTIVITIES Conferences

Emerging Experts Research Network Session 2:
KDCI-IFES Young Professionals Seminar

The Institute for Far Eastern Studies of Kyungnam University
hosted a joint seminar with the Korea Development
Cooperation Institute under the theme of ‘Discourses on
Korean Peninsula Unification for Future Generations'.

Experts emphasized that ‘shifts in the environment facing
future generations, together with a redesign of unification
discourse’, would enable those generations to emerge as
the principal actors in reshaping discussions on unification.
They also highly valued efforts to reconstruct unification
discourse from generational and technological standpoints.

In the session titled ‘Unification Education Strategies in the
Al Erad, participants underscored the need to move beyond

Date  October 23, 2025

Place  IFES Conference Room

Discourses on Korean Peninsula Unification for
Theme .
Future Generations

answer-oriented instruction toward a question-driven
educational approach. Participants noted that unification
education should not be confined to the transmission of
knowledge, but should instead evolve into a process that
encourages individuals to actively construct meaning on
their own.

Chair: Kwan-Sei Lee (Director, IFES)

Presentation 1: Shifts in the Environment Facing Future
Generations and the Redesign of Unification Discourse by
Eul-Chul Lim (Professor, IFES)

Presentation 2: Directions for Shaping Unification
Awareness among Future Generations:

Unification Education Strategies in the Al Era by So-Hye Park
(Research Professor, Simyeon Institute for North Korean Studies,
University of North Korean Studies)

Designated Discussion:

Sea Am Park (Adjunct Professor, Kangnam University), Seulgi
Seon (Visiting Research Fellow, IFES), Mi Jeong Kim (Affiliated
Research Fellow, Institute for Unification Studies at Ewha
Womans University), Joon Hye Park (Research Fellow, IFES), Se
Ra Yoon (Affiliated Research Fellow, Institute for North Korean
Studies at Dongguk University)
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Joint Academic Conference with the Institute of
International Studies at Shandong University

The Institute for Far Eastern Studies of Kyungnam University
co-hosted the South Korea-China Joint Academic Conference
with the Institute of International Studies at Shandong
University under the theme “South Korea-China Cooperation
amid the Transition of the Regional Order in Northeast Asia”.
The conference was convened to strengthen academic
exchange between the two countries and to explore strategic
pathways for peace on the Korean Peninsula amid evolving
dynamics in Northeast Asia. A total of thirteen presentations
were delivered across two sessions.

Scholars from both countries engaged in comprehensive
discussions on key political, diplomatic, and security issues,
including U.S.-China strategic competition, shifts in policies
toward the Korean Peninsula, deepening ties among North
Korea, China, and Russia, and the prospects for new forms
of regional cooperation. In particular, participants examined
in-depth the uncertainty surrounding the Northeast Asian
order following the launch of the Trump administration,
adjustments in the North Korea Policy of the Lee Jae Myung

Date  December 6, 2025

Institute of International Studies at Shandong

Pl . )
dce University

South Korea-China Cooperation amid the Transition

Ui of the Regional Order in Northeast Asia

goverment, and the role of China, with a view to identifying
practical directions and strategic challenges for future South
Korea-China cooperation.

Opening
- Welcome Remarks and Keynote Address: Yunling Zhang (Director,
Institute of International Studies at Shandong University)

Session 1: Changing Dynamics in Northeast Asia and South Korea-China

Relations

- Chair: Kwan-Sei Lee (Director, IFES)

- Presentation 1: Building a New Order in Northeast Asia amid an Era of
Uncertainty by Xiandong Han (Professor, School of Political Science and
Public Administration at China University of Political Science and Law)

- Presentation 2: The Neoliberal International Order and South Korea-
China Relations: Exploring Pathways toward Peaceful Coexistence by
Sang Man Lee (Visiting Professor, IFES)

- Presentation 3: Adjustments in the Lee Jae Myung Government’s North
Korea Policy and Prospects for Inter-Korean Relations by Debin Zhan
(Professor, Department of International Relations at Shanghai University
of International Business and Economics)

- Presentation 4: Cooperative Tasks for the Stable Development of South
Korea-China Relations amid U.S.-China Strategic Competition: With a
Focus on the Economic Sector by Eul-Chul Lim (Professor, IFES)

- Presentation 5: USS. Alliance Modernization Strategy and New
Challenges for South Korea-China Relations by Yingda Bi (Professor,
School of International Relations, Sun Yat-sen University)

- Presentation 6: Redesigning New South Korea-China Cooperation:
China-Russia-Eurasia Connectivity and South Korea's Strategic Choices
by Jae-hung Chung (Senior Research Fellow, Sejong Institute)

- Presentation 7: The Impact of Strengthening North Korea-Russia
Relations on the Situation on the Korean Peninsula by Zhiyong
Chu (Associate Research Fellow, Institute of International Studies at
Shandong University)

- Discussants: Hyunjoo Oh (Research Fellow, IFES), Feng Han (Affiliated
Research Fellow; Institute of International Studies at Shandong University)

Session 2: Changing Dynamics on the Korean Peninsula and South

Korea-China Cooperation

- Chair: Yubo Zhao (Research Fellow, Institute of International Studies at
Shandong University)

- Presentation 1: The Impact of the Trump Shock on the Northeast Asian
Order and South Korea-China Relations by Dongchan Kim (Assistant
Professor, Graduate School of International Studies, Yonsei University)

- Presentation 2: Adjustments in the Trump Administration’s Policy
toward the Korean Peninsula and Their Implications for South Korea-
China Relations by Nan Li (Senior Research Fellow, Institute of American
Studies at Chinese Academy of Social Sciences)

- Presentation 3: Prospects for Changes in Inter-Korean Relations under
the Lee Jae Myung Government and China's Role by Sang Bum Kim
(Professor, IFES)

- Presentation 4: Several Key Issues Influencing Recent Developments
in South Korea-China Relations by Mingxu Cui (Associate Professor,
Institute of Northeast Asian Studies, Shandong University)

- Presentation 5: Exploring the Possibility of Establishing a Trilateral
Linkage among South Korea, China, and North Korea: The Emergence of
a New International Order and Prospects for a Virtuous Cycle of South-
North-China Cooperation by Youngchul Chung (Professor, Sogang
University)

- Presentation 6: U.S.-China Strategic Competition and Potential Areas of
Cooperation and Conflict on the Korean Peninsula by Qingsi Li (Professor,
School of International Studies, Renmin University of China)

- Discussant: Yanlong Yang (Senior Research Fellow, Institute of
International Studies at Shandong University)
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ACADEMIC ACTIVITIES Conferences

The 76th Unification Strategy Forum

The Institute for Far Eastern Studies of Kyungnam University
held the 76th Unification Strategy Forum under the theme
‘A Turbulent Transition: Reordering the International
Order and the Korean Peninsula’, with the aim of assessing
developments on the Korean Peninsula in 2025 and offering
outlooks for 2026.

Held toward the close of 2025, the forum took place amid
a period of profound and complex transition marked by
shifts in North Korea’s strategic orientation, intensified U.S.-
China competition, the emergence of a renewed Cold War-
like structure, and the reconfiguration of alliance and nuclear
order following the launch of the Trump administration.
Against this backdrop, the forum provided a valuable
platform for building a broad consensus on the need to
recalibrate South Korea’s mid- to long-term strategies in
preparation for the challenges of 2026.

HlSDA BEOR Y
202543 St FM| "o 2 20264 HY
AT/O| HED|, ML WP BT
20259 128 115(8) 14:00-17:00 VW JFEANIL PUE

Date  December 11, 2025

Place  IFES Jeongsan Hall

Korean Peninsula: Assessment of 2025 and Outlook
Theme
for 2026

Moderator: Kwan-Sei Lee (Director, IFES)

Session 1: An Assessment of Inter-Korean Relations: The

Two-State Theory and Unification Discourse

- Presenter: Gee-dong Lee (Senior Research Fellow, Korea
Institute for National Security Strategy)

- Discussant: Sang Bum Kim (Professor, IFES)

Session 2: Reconfiguration of U.S.-China Strategic

Competition and Supply Chain Shifts

- Presenter: Han-Jin Park (Visiting Professor, Graduate
School of International and Area Studies at Hankuk
University of Foreign Studies)

- Discussant: Pyung-Seob Yang (Visiting Research Fellow,
Korea Institute for International Economic Policy)

Session 3: Restoration of North Korea-China Relations

and North Korea-China-Russia Alignment

- Presenter: Jin-ho Doo (Director of the Eurasia Research
Center, Korea Research Institute for National Strategy)

- Discussant: Sangsook Lee (Professor, Korea National
Diplomatic Academy)

Session 4: The Nuclear Issue on the Korean Peninsula in

the Era of Trump 2.0

- Presenter: Sang-Hyun Lee (Senior Research Fellow,
Sejong Institute)

- Discussant: Jaewook Chung (Professor, IFES)
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ACADEMIC ACTIVITIES Samcheong Forum

The Institute for Far Eastern Studies of Kyungnam University has been hosting the Samcheong Forum since 2023, serving as
a platform to promote peace on the Korean Peninsula and to respond to a rapidly evolving international environment. Since its
inception, a total of 18 rounds of the forum have been convened.

In 2025 alone, five rounds of the Samcheong Forum were held, bringing together domestic and international experts to address
major international developments, including the launch of the second Trump administration and key issues concerning the Korean
Peninsula. Each forum featured a diverse range of participants—including scholars specializing in North Korean and unification
studies, media professionals, and undergraduate and graduate students—who engaged in broad and in-depth discussions.

Looking ahead, the IFES will continue to convene the Samcheong Forum around key issues related to Northeast Asia and the
Korean Peninsula, while presenting policy alternatives grounded in rigorous analysis and assessment and further strengthening its
research foundation.

Samcheong Forums in 2025

14th Ahn Ho-Young ,
. . Trump’s Trade War: How Should We Respond?
(March 6) Visiting Chair Professor, IFES
Byung-Yeon Kim
15th o AN . The Trump Administration
i Distinguished Professor, Department of Economics, .
(April 30) ) o and Inter-Korean Relations
Seoul National University
16th Hochul Lee
Professor Emeritus, Political Science and International The Future of U.S.-China Relations and Korea
(May 28) ) ) o
Studies at Incheon National University
17th Byung-min Ahn Changes in the Korean Peninsula Order
(July 24) Visiting Research Fellow, IFES and the Reassessment of Wonsan
Alexander V. Vorontsov
18th Head of the Department, Strengthening Russia-North Korea Cooperation
(September 15) Korean and Mongolian Studies at the Institute of and Challenges for South Korea
Oriental Studies, Russian Academy of Sciences
Key Photos
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ACADEMIC ACTIVITIES Expert Roundtables

The Institute for Far Eastern Studies of Kyungnam University has convened expert roundtables each year, bringing together domestic
and international scholars, experts, and relevant institutional stakeholders to examine major international issues, with a particular focus on
developments on the Korean Peninsula and in Northeast Asia.

In 2025, the IFES hosted a total of nine expert roundtables focused on international affairs and developments in North Korea, providing a
platform for the exchange of diverse perspectives and information. Leading overseas research institutes expressed strong interest in expanding
cooperation with the IFES through academic exchanges and the co-hosting of joint seminars. Looking ahead, the IFES will continue to convene
roundtables and meetings with domestic and international experts to conduct in-depth analyses and to share insights on developments

related to North Korea and Northeast Asia.

Roundtable Meetings in 2025

Roundtable / Meetings

Roundtable Discussion during the Visit
to Ritsumeikan University Kinugasa
Campus

Date/Pla

March 29
Ritsumeikan
University
Kinugasa Campus
Meeting Room

.

articipants

(External) Naoki Mizuno (Professor Emeritus, Kyoto University), Ryuta Itagaki (Professor, Doshisha University), Sachio
Nakato (Professor, Ritsumeikan University), Yuka Anzako (Professor, Ritsumeikan University), Tomoomi Mori (Professor,
Setsunan University), Young-ju Jang (Research Fellow, Ritsumeikan University)

(IFES) Gwang Oon Kim (Visiting Chair Professor), Jin-Goo Cho (Professor), Jaewook Chung (Professor), Sang Bum Kim
(Professor), Hyun Jung Park (Head of the Library Team)

Roundtable with Researchers from the
Japan Center for Economic Research
(JCER) and Academic Experts

April 25
Nihon Keizai
Shimbun
Conference Room

(External) Kazumasa Iwata (Chairman, JCER), Narushige Michishita (Vice President, GRIPS), Chan-Woo Lee (Special
Research Fellow, JCER), Satoru Miyamoto (Professor, Seigakuin University), Junnosuke Kobara (Foreign Affairs Editor,
Nikkei), Atsushi ljuin (Lead Economist, JCER)

(IFES) In-Duk Kang (Visiting Chair Professor), Gwang Oon Kim (Visiting Chair Professor), Jin-Goo Cho (Professor),
Byong-Chul Lee (Professor), Hyung-Jong Lee (Professor)

Meeting during the Visit of the
President of the Center for the
National Interest, U.S, to Discuss the
Situation on the Korean Peninsula

June 27
IFES Conference
Room, Peace Hall

.

(External) Paul J. Saunders (President, Center for the National Interest)
(IFES) Kwan-Sei Lee (Director)

Meeting with Delegation from the
Center for Korean Studies, Institute
of China and Contemporary Asia
(ICCA) under the Russian Academy of
Sciences

July 8
IFES Conference
Room, Peace Hall

.

(External) Viktoria G. Samsonova (Head of the Center for Korean Studies at the Institute of China and Contemporary
Asia of the Russian Academy of Sciences), Alexander Z. Zhebin (Ph.D.), Alisa A. Shirikalova (Researcher)
(IFES) Kwan-Sei Lee (Director), Young Joon Choi (Director of International Cooperation)

Meeting with Professor Moon Choi of
Yanbian University, China

July 15
IFES Conference
Room, Peace Hall

(External) Moon Choi (Director, Department of International Economics and Trade at the School of Economics and
Management, Yanbian University, China)
(IFES) Kwan-Sei Lee (Director), Eul-Chul Lim (Director of Research)

Meeting with Ingebjerg Finnbakk,
Senior Adviser at the Norwegian
Centre for Conflict Resolution (NOREF)

July 15
IFES Conference
Room, Peace Hall

(External) Ingebjerg Finnbakk (Senior Adviser, Global Programs at NOREF)
(IFES) Byong-Chul Lee (Professor)

Roundtable Meeting during the Visit of
the Research Delegation from the Jilin
Academy of Social Sciences in China

November 5
IFES Conference
Room, Peace Hall

(External) Hui Wang (Director;, Institute of Korean Studies), Yongping Wang (Chief Editor, Social Science Front), Ni Ma
(Director of the Research), Xue Li (Director, Foreign Affairs Division), Longjie Quan (Associate Research Fellow, Institute
of Sociology (CASS))

(IFES) Kwan-Sei Lee (Director), Hyung-Jong Lee (Director of Planning & Promotion), Hyunjoo Oh (Research Fellow)

Roundtable Meeting during the Visit

of the Research Delegation from the

Institute of China and Contemporary
Asia, Russian Academy of Sciences

November 24
IFES Conference
Room, Peace Hall

(External) K\V. Babaev (Director, ICCA RAS), V.G. Samsonova (Head, Center for Korean Studies), A.Z. Zhebin (Leading
Research Fellow, Center for Korean Studies), En Un Kim (Senior Research Fellow, Center for Korean Studies), M.E.
Osetrova (Research Fellow, Center for Korean Studies)

Roundtable during the Visit of
Researchers from Keio University

December 10
IFES Conference
Room, Peace Hall

.

.

(External) Junya Nishino (Director, Center for Contemporary Korean Studies at Keio University), Ayako Takemi
(Associate Professor, University of Tokyo), Aya Miyazaki (Associate Professor, University of Tokyo), Suguru Osawa
(Associate Professor, Aichi Gakuin University), Amane Yamazaki (Associate Professor, Toyo University), Kuwahara
Kyoko (Research Fellow, Japan Institute of International Affairs), Tomohiro Kato (Visiting Scholar, University of
Cambridge), Merisa Harada (Researcher, Waseda University)

(IFES) Jin-Goo Cho (Professor)

Roundtable of Next-Generation Korean
Peninsula Researchers Network

Wednesday,
December 17
Conference
Room, Peace Hall,

.

(External) Minji Kim (Researcher, Institute for Peace and Unification Studies, Seoul National University), Yuhyun Kim
(Master’s Student, Peace and Unification Studies, Seoul National University), Hansol Kim (Ph.D. Candidate [ABD],
University of North Korean Studies), Seojin Moon (Chairperson, Korean Peninsula Policy Consensus), Yongchan Park
(Researcher, Policy and Legislation Team, Korea Housing Manager Association), Hye-Jung Park (Researcher, Institute
of Unification Studies, Ewha Womans University), Inseok Shin (Researcher, Institute for Peace and Unification Studies,
Seoul National University), Hanna Jang (Master's Student, Peace and Unification Studies, Seoul National University),
Se-Hee Jung (Researcher, Institute for Sustainable Development, Seoul National University)

(Internal) Kwan-Sei Lee (IFES Director), Seul-Gi Seon (Visiting Research Fellow), Joonhye Park (Senior Researcher),
Hyunjoo Oh (Senior Researcher)

Key Photos

\ -

Roundtabl

- : S -
le Meeting during the Visit of the Research
Delegation from the Jilin Academy of Social Sciences in China

’ -7
Roundtable during the Visit of
Researchers from Keio University

Roundtable of Next-Generation Korean
Peninsula Researchers Network
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PUBLICATIONS Books / Academic Journals

Academic Journals

e R

s e ) R e

TEAND AYENEs

ASIAN :: -
PERSPECTIVE

"Korea and World Politics,

First published in 1985, Korea and World Politics is a Korean-language academic
quarterly journal that has consistently grown and developed. Notably, it was designated
as a registered journal by the National Research Foundation of Korea (formerly the
Korea Research Foundation) in 2004.

The journal focuses on inter-Korean relations, unification strategies, the geopolitical
landscape surrounding the Korean Peninsula, and the political, economic, diplomatic, and
security policies of the United States, Japan, China, and Russia.

Through rigorous peer review processes aimed at enhancing quality, the journal actively
contributes to the academic advancement for peace and prosperity on the Korean
Peninsula and in Northeast Asia.

In 2025, the Institute published a total of four issues, including a special issue (Vol. 41,
No. 1) themed “North Korea-China Relations and International Political Theory”.

2025, Vol. 41, No. 1~4 / Published Quarterly

"ASIAN PERSPECTIVE,

Asian Perspective, first published in 1977, is an English-language academic journal
dedicated to the study of Asia’s politics, economy, society, and culture.

In 1998, the Asian Perspective was selected as the leading academic journal in the social
sciences by the National Research Foundation of Korea (formerly the Korea Research
Foundation). In 2008, it was indexed in the Social Sciences Citation Index (SSCI),
solidifying its reputation as a world-class academic journal.

Since 2019, the Asian Perspective is co-produced under a joint publishing agreement
with Johns Hopkins University Press in the United States.

Now marking its 49th year of publication, Asian Perspective continues to make sustained
efforts to advance scholarly research and to present policy-relevant alternatives.

2025. Vol.49, No.1~4 / Published Quarterly
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PUBLICATIONS Books / Academic Journals

Books

International Relations Studies Series, Vol. 40

The World System and Chinese Socialism:
The Interplay and Counterplay of Imperialization and Civilization

Author: Sang Man Lee (IFES, Visiting Professor)
e Publication Date: February 10, 2025
MIAIHITICH

=3)}5]1=09| China’s history has been shaped through the interactions between the Chinese civilization and its surrounding

o regions, conceived as a ‘community of shared destiny. Even amid setbacks in the process of modernization,
China has continued to pursue its historical mission of nation-building. Since the period of reform and
opening-up, China has become integrated into the global capitalist system, while simultaneously seeking its
own path through ‘socialism with Chinese characteristics’. In this context, it remains at the center of ongoing
debates over the choice between rule by virtue (Wang Dao) and rule by force (Ba Dao).

This book examines China’s discourse on traditional order and its socialist characteristics through the
analytical lenses of world-systems theory and the Tianxia (All-under-Heaven) system. It further traces
the evolution of China's communist revolution as it moved beyond orthodox Marxism toward a national
liberation movement, critically assessing both its trajectory and limitations. Through this analysis, the book
explores China’s potential direction toward a ‘New Sinocentric Empire” and offers insights into the future of
South Korea-China and North Korea-China relations.

International Relations Studies Series, Vol. 41

The Transition of the Regional Order in Northeast Asia and
South Korea—China Cooperation

Author: Sang Man Lee (IFES, Visiting Professor), Eul-Chul Lim (Professor and Director of
Research, IFES), Sang Bum Kim (Director of North Korean Research Center, IFES),

SRo}xe A BB Dongchan Kim (Professor, Graduate School of International Studies, Yonsei University),
3+ %e__ = a Youngchul Chung (Professor, Sogang University), Jae-hung Chung (Senior Research
: a

Fellow, Sejong Institute), Hyunjoo Oh (Research Fellow, IFES)

The international order in Northeast Asia is undergoing profound and muiltilayered transformation, driven
by factors such as the intensification of U.S.-China strategic competition, the protracted Russia-Ukraine war,
and the emergence of BRICS and the Global South. Against this backdrop, the regional order is increasingly
shifting from a U.S.-led rules-based framework toward a more pluralistic structure characterized by
multilateralism and connectivity. Amid these turbulent dynamics, South Korea finds itself at the intersection
of mounting geopolitical pressures and geoeconomic constraints. Securing lasting peace on the Korean
Preaen Peninsula and ensuring regional stability in the years ahead will therefore depend on the reestablishment of a
balanced and strategic framework for cooperation with neighboring countries.

This book is a Korean-Chinese bilingual joint research publication that proposes a strategic redesign of South
Korea-China relations during this transitional phase of the Northeast Asian order, while also presenting
concrete action plans for the realization of peace on the Korean Peninsula. Through a comprehensive analysis
of China’s strategic culture, normative order, and continental policy, alongside South Korea's diplomatic
strategy, inter-Korean relations, and the structure of Eurasian cooperation, the book seeks to articulate a new
paradigm for South Korea-China cooperation and to explore forward-looking strategies for stability in East
Asia and peaceful coexistence.
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</~ 38 IFES Brief & Forum

IFES FORUM (Y¥&: 1671)

The First Step President Trump has to take for North Korean _ _
2025. 2. 3. OS] IE 2| 1A FRIMT A4
Nukes: Strengthen the NCG (Nuclear Consultative Group) & ISSHATL TENFS
No Signs of Favorable Conditions for U.S.-North Korea Nuclear _ -
2025311 | 0°° Zefst ISR RAF DA
2025.3.21. | North Korean nukes; denuclearization is the answer Ol I =LA FeIMTbma
2025. 4. 14. | South Korea Without U.S. Forces O|HE Z=2X|H7A W
2025.5.13. | North Korea Policy Proposals for the New Administration AYPE S22 A Felm
Trump 2.0: What Is to Be Done About the Liberal International _ -
2025.5.22. | der‘; oI5 TELROITA RuIMA DA
What Should the ROK's New Government Do to Shape the _ _
2025. 5. 27. ZiEfet 2SS 2R A -IAMF
Future of US-DPRK Relations? et SSEHET SR
2025. 6. 24. | A North Korea Strategy for the Lee Jae-Myung Government O|HA 2 =2H[QI7A W4
“Self- Reliance” and “Alliance”: Two Pillars of Foreign Policy for _ _
2025.7. 4. 8 Y Rt FEEHA A FRIME
the New Lee Jae-myung Government
Strategic Vision of the Trump Administration’s Second Term _ -
2025. 7. 23. . RgK,s Response Strategyp et SSEX| A FAME 4
Rightsizing Expectations: Prospects for a New Sino-ROK _ _
2025.7.25. | égt ente 8= : et S= Ytohstu Fus
2025.8.18. | How to Modernize the Korea-U.S. Alliance? OtS o) T=2 |01 LA BIME A
2025.8.19. | South Korean Deterrence at a Crossroads O|HE ZZ2X|HLA W
Designi P F | he K Peni la:
5005 9.3 eggnmg a Peace ‘ramewor< on the Korean Peninsula Dlefst =0t oIt
Policy Recommendations
Necessary and Sufficient Conditions for Resuming U.S.-DPRK _
2025.11. 11. ZEfet ™ SLYuSE
Summits: Assessing the Likelihood of Renewed Dialogue e smEe
Evaluation of the China-South Korea Summit and Outlook for _ _
2025.11. 14. L2ZA(Niu Linjie) =2 ALSLH sHESUSAMIE| R}

Bilateral Relations
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DOMESTIC AND INTERNATIONAL
EXCHANGE / EDUCATION

2025 New Year’s Meeting for IFES Chair Professors, Visiting Professors, and Visiting Research Fellows
IFES Fellowship Program

Academic Exchange Activities

IFES Al Academy

“Introduction to North Korean Materials” Program

Visits by Domestic and International University Students

GLOBAL HANMA 2025

The Institute for Far Eastern Studies, Kyungnam University
Thursday, August 14, 2025
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2025 IFES ANNUAL REPORT

2025 New Year’s Meeting for IFES Chair Professors,
Visiting Professors, and Visiting Research Fellows

The Institute for Far Eastern Studies of Kyungnam
University, led by Director Kwan-Sei Lee, held the 2025
New Year's Meeting for IFES Chair Professors, Visiting
Professors, and Visiting Research Fellows” on January 20,
2025, at the Conference Room of the Peace Hall.

At the New Year's meeting, IFES reviewed its key initiatives,
including the 2024 Major Project Performance and the
2025 Action Plar’, followed by in-depth discussions on the
Institute’s medium- to long-term development strategy.
Participants also exchanged views on the domestic and
international outlook for the coming year, with particular
attention to prospective changes on the Korean Peninsula in
the wake of the launch of the second Trump administration.

O

LEH

B, Ty o . ﬁaﬂ!ﬁn
| L -

v 8 s Shagay,

Date  January 20, 2025

Place  IFES Conference Room

IFES Fellowship Program

The Institute for Far Eastern Studies of Kyungnam University runs the IFES Fellowship Program to support the research
activities of foreign scholars focusing on international affairs in Northeast Asia and issues related to the Korean Peninsula.
Building on the successful implementation of the Academic Exchange Support Program for North Korean and Unification
Studies from 2020 to 2024, the IFES Fellowship Program was designed to further strengthen international academic
collaboration. In 2025, a total of five foreign researchers were supported under the program.

M Professor Inyeop Lee (Tennessee Tech University, USA)

- Research Period: May 20~July 25, 2025
- Research Focus: Prospects for a North Korea-U.S.
Summit and the Role of the South Korean Government

M Four researchers from the Jilin Academy of Social
Sciences, China

» Yuan Wang / Yueqiao Liu / Liwen Ge / Hai Long Wang
- Research Period: October 20~November 15, 2025
X As part of academic exchanges conducted pursuant to
the Memorandum of Understanding (MOU) among the
Jilin Academy of Social Sciences (China), the Institute
for Far Eastern Studies of Kyungnam University, and the
University of North Korean Studies, personnel exchanges
were promoted.
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Courtesy Visit by Yong-Hwan Choi, Newly
Appointed President of the Korean Association for

North Korean Studies

+ Date/Place: February 12, 2025 / IFES, Kyungnam University

« Participants: Jae Kyu Park (President, Kyungnam University),
Yong-Hwan Choi (President, Korean Association for North
Korean Studies), Kwan-Sei Lee (Director, IFES), Sang Bum
Kim (Director of North Korean Research Center, IFES)

« Content: An exchange of views on strategies and directions
for the further development of the Association

Visit by Myeong-Ju Kim, Vice Governor for
Economic Affairs of Gyeongsangnam-do, to the
Institute for Far Eastern Studies

« Date/Place: June 27, 2025 / IFES, Kyungnam University

« Participants: Jae Kyu Park (President, Kyungnam University),
Myeong-Ju Kim (Vice Governor for Economic Affairs,
Gyeongsangnam-do), Kwan-Sei Lee (Director, IFES)

- Content: A courtesy visit to President Park Jae-kyu of
Kyungnam University

Signing of an MOU between the Institute for
Far Eastern Studies and the School of Foreign
Languages at Tianjin Normal University, China

« Date/Place: July 28, 2025 / IFES, Kyungnam University

« Participants: Kwan-Sei Lee (Director), Aihua Jin (Professor,
School of Foreign Languages, Tianjin Normal University in
China), Yuemei Tian (Professor, School of Foreign Languages,
Tianjin Normal University in China)

« Content: Advancing multifaceted institutional cooperation

between the two institutions, including the convening of
joint academic seminars

Courtesy Visit by Alexander V. Vorontsov, Head of
the Department of Korean and Mongolian Studies at
the Institute of Oriental Studies, Russian Academy
of Sciences, to President Jae-Kyu Park of Kyungnam
University

+ Date/Place: September 15, 2025 / IFES, Kyungnam University

« Participants: Jae Kyu Park (President, Kyungnam University),
Alexander V. Vorontsov (Head of the Department of Korean
and Mongolian Studies at the Institute of Oriental Studies,
Russian Academy of Sciences), Sun Hyang Kim (Chairperson,
Simyeon Institute for North Korean Studies), Kwan-Sei Lee
(Director, IFES), Young Joon Choi (Director of International
Cooperation, IFES)

- Content: Briefing on recent developments in North Korea,
including the Northeast Asian regional situation
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Signing of an Academic Exchange Agreement (MOU) with the
Institute of International Studies, Shandong University, China

+ Date/Place: September 26, 2025 / IFES, Kyungnam University

« Participants: Yunling Zhang (Director, Institute of International Studies at
Shandong University), Yanlong Yang (Professor, Shandong University),
Kwan-Sei Lee (Director, IFES), Eul-Chul Lim (Director of Research, IFES),
Hyung-Jong Lee (Director of Planning and Promotion, IFES), Young-Hwan
Mo (Director of General Affairs, IFES), Sang Man Lee (Visiting Professor)

« Content: Promotion of multifaceted cooperation between the two
institutions, including the organization of joint academic seminars and
reciprocal visits and exchanges between research staff

Mundus Artium Press 2025 Orpheus Texts Book of the Year
Award Ceremony for ‘©td So Long’

« Date/Place: October 28, 2025 / IFES, Kyungnam University

« Participants: Jae Kyu Park (President, Kyungnam University), Sun Hyang Kim
(Chairperson, Simyeon Institute for North Korean Studies), Gjeké Marinaj
(President, Mundus Artium Press), and approximately 70 participants,
including Minsoon Song (Former Minister of Foreign Affairs and Trade),
Dong-Ho Choi (Emeritus Professor, Korea University)

« Content: An award ceremony was held to commemorate the selection
of So Long, a poetry collection by Chairperson Sun Hyang Kim (Former
Professor of English Literature, Kyungnam University), as the 2025
Orpheus Text Book of the Year, conferred by Mundus Artium Press

2025 LEHSA AE SH0] H 4gy

‘ehd SO LONG’

e 3025 10T YN 00 F-o: R QO aieg

Poet Gjeké Marinaj Receives Honorary Doctor of Literature from
Kyungnam University

« Date/Place: October 29, 2025 / IFES, Kyungnam University

- Participants: Jae Kyu Park (President, Kyungnam University), Sun Hyang Kim
(Chairperson, Simyeon Institute for North Korean Studies), Gjeké Marinaj
(President, Mundus Artium Press), Dong-Ho Choi (Poet and Emeritus
Professor, Korea University), Hyo Hwan Kwak (Poet), Kwan-Sei Lee (Director;
IFES), Jong Dae Shin (President, UNKS), and approximately 50 others

« Content: Kyungnam University conferred an Honorary Doctor of Literature

upon Gjeké Marinaj, an American poet and writer, world literature scholar,
translator, and literary critic

Conferral of Honorary Doctorate
GoAutatte el
Gjeke Marinaj s, i

Courtesy Visit by Ri Il Gyu, former Political Counselor at the
North Korean Embassy in Cuba, to Jae Kyu Park, President of
Kyungnam University.

+ Date/Place: November 26, 2025 / IFES, Kyungnam University

- Participants: Jae Kyu Park (President, Kyungnam University), Ri Il Gyu (Senior
Research Fellow, Institute for National Security Strategy, Former Political
Counselor at the North Korean Embassy in Cuba), Kwan-Sei Lee (Director,
IFES)
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The Institute for Far Eastern Studies of Kyungnam University launched the Al Academy under the overarching theme “Future Strategies
for the Korean Peninsula in the Al Era”, to explore the impact of artificial intelligence (Al) on international relations—particularly
developments in Northeast Asia and issues concerning the Korean Peninsula—and to identify corresponding strategic responses.

From September 11 to November 27, the Institute operated the Al Academy as a three-month program, inviting leading domestic
experts in artificial intelligence. Through nine lecture sessions and one field training, the program provided researchers in North Korea
and unification studies with an advanced educational platform designed to prepare for an era of peace and unification on the Korean
Peninsula.

In particular, the field training included a visit to Naver Headquarters, where participants directly observed the industrial application
of artificial intelligence and gained insight into Naver's research and infrastructure strategies. Through briefings by Naver's Al team,
participants examined the company’s technological capabilities, including large-scale cloud systems, robot-Al convergence, and data
center operational strategies. The headquarters tour, showcasing a state-of-the-art working environment and advanced technology
ecosystem, also provided a deeper understanding of the direction of Al adoption within Korea’s private sector and offered practical
insights relevant to shaping future strategies for the Korean Peninsula.

Lecture Schedule

Session Topic Lecturer
1st | Sept. 11 | The Future of Al and Journalism Hyun-Jung Ryu, Head of Content Strategy, Chosun Biz
2nd | Sept. 18 | Al Governance and the International Order Myoung-Shin Kim, Principal Policy Officer, LG Al Research

Chang-Hwan Shin, Professor, Department of

3rd | Sept. 25 | The Al Era and Semiconductor Strategies SeraeElisior ErsieinE e Unesly

U.S.-China Relations, China’s Al Innovation Hee Ok Lee, Professor, Department of Political Science and

4th | Oct. 16 . . ) o
Strategy, and Korea-China Relations Diplomacy, Sungkyunkwan University

In-Hyo Seol, Professor, Department of Military Strategy,

5th | Oct. 23 | War and Security in the Al Era ories el Beenee Uilisensiy

North Korea’s Al Technology Development and Hyun-Kyoo Choi, Senior Researcher, Korea Institute of
6th | Oct. 30 L : )
Applications Science and Technology Information (KISTI)
7th Nov. 6 New Challenges in Research and Analysis of Inter- | Byung-Ro Kim, Professor, Institute for Peace and
’ Korean Relations in the Al Era Unification Studies, Seoul National University
Al-Based Inter-K C ti d Visi
8th | Nov.13 asedin e_r SRS EILE A Eul-Chul Lim, Professor at IFES
for Technological Peace
9th | Nov. 20 Strategies for Building a Northeast Asian Peace Sang-Bae Kim, Professor, Department of Political Science
' Regime in the Al Era and International Relations, Seoul National University

10th | Nov. 27 | Field Training (Visit to NAVER 1784 Headquarters) | Jae Won Cha, Project Manager, NAVER
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[0V [ Sy (o N R[N UV O]\ AW (e Y Nl WAV @Y (0B “Introduction to North Korean Materials” Program

The Library of the Institute for Far Eastern Studies of Kyungnam University is a specialized research library dedicated to North
Korean and unification studies. As a privately operated institution, it maintains the largest collection of North Korean primary
source materials in South Korea, comprising approximately 20,000 volumes. Building on this foundation, the Library has planned
and operated the “Introduction to North Korean Materials” program for undergraduate and graduate students, scholars, and the
general public, thereby helping lay the groundwork for research on the Korean Peninsula and unification.

In 2025, the program was conducted in two rounds, with approximately 40 undergraduate and graduate students from domestic
universities participating. Through expert lectures and guided visits to the Library, participants enhanced their understanding of
how to access and utilize North Korean primary sources while also deepening their analytical capacity to interpret North Korea-
related data and materials.

Looking ahead, the IFES will continue to expand its collection of North Korean primary source materials across a wide range of
fields—including politics, the economy, society, and culture—and further develop and broaden the “Introduction to North Korean
Materials” program.

Session 1 “Introduction to North
Korean Materials”

Date/Place: July 23, 2025 / IFES Conference Room,
Peace Hall and the North Korean Materials Room

Participants: 20 undergraduate and graduate students
from domestic universities

» Special Lecture: ‘Reading North Korean Materials’ by Kab-
Woo Koo (Professor, UNKS)

+ Guided tour of the Library, including North Korean
materials and the archival system

Session 2 “Introduction to North
Korean Materials”

Date/Place: September 25, 2025 / IFES Conference
Room, Peace Hall and the North Korean Materials Room

Participants: 20 undergraduate and graduate students,
researchers from domestic universities

Special Lecture: ‘Encountering North Korea through Film’
by Young-Sun Jeon (Professor, Institute of Humanities for

Unification, Konkuk University)

« Guided tour of the Library, including North Korean
materials and the archival system
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Each year, the Institute for Far Eastern Studies of Kyungnam University provides briefings to domestic and international
university students visiting the Institute on developments in Northeast Asia and the situation on the Korean Peninsula. Visitors
are also offered guided tours of the North Korean Materials Room, where they are introduced to the significance and value of
approximately 20,000 North Korean primary source materials housed in the collection. These programs have received positive

feedback from the participants.

Visit by Students from Tokoha University,
Japan

» Date/Place: March 6, 2025 / IFES Conference Room, Peace
Hall

+ Participants: 17 undergraduate students from Tokoha
University

The visiting international students participated in a series of
activities, including Aa welcome address upon arrival at the
IFES by Director Kwan-Sei Lee, Aa screening of promotional
videos on the Institute and its Library (English version), Aa
special lecture and Q&A session titled ‘Assessing and Projecting
North Korea's Hostile Two-State Theory’ delivered by Professor

Sang Bum Kim of IFES, and Aa guided tour of the North
Korean Materials Room.

Visit by International Students from

the Division of International Studies,

Hanyang University

+ Date/Place: May 14, 2025 / Jeongsan Hall, Unification
Building

« Participants: 52 international students

The visiting international students participated in a range

of activities, including Aa screening of promotional videos

introducing the IFES and the UNKS (English version), Aa Q&A

session on international affairs and issues related to the Korean

Peninsula led by Professor Jung Kim of the UNKS, and Aa
guided tour of the North Korean Materials Room.

Professor Lyong Choi of Hanyang University noted that the

visit was “both educational and engaging for students with an
interest in North Korea and East Asian international politics.”

Visit by Seoul National University Student

Association of Korean Peninsula Affairs

(SNUKoA), Department of Political

Science and International Relations,

Seoul National University

« Date/Place: May 24, 2025 / Seminar Room, Unification
Building

+ Participants: 13 students from the Seoul National University
Student Association of Korean Peninsula Affairs (SNUKoA)

The visiting students took part in a series of activities, including
Aa screening of promotional materials on the IFES and the
UNKS, as well as A guided tours of the IFES Resource Room

and the North Korean Materials Room, and Aa special lecture
and Q&A session titled ‘The History of Inter-Korean Relations
and Inter-Korean Relations Following North Korea's Two-State
Declaration’, delivered by Professor Jong Dae Shin of the UNKS.
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([0 1Y [y { (o0 N A N AN g 0]\ YW (e o V:\\ [ YA o V(@Y (o] Visits by Domestic and International University Students

“2025 Global Hanma” International Student Delegation Visits IFES

« Date/Place: August 14, 2025 / Jeongsan Hall, Unification Building
« Participants: 29 university students from 13 universities across six countries, including China

Following a commemorative photo session with AKyungnam University President Jae Kyu Park and University of North Korean
Studies Chairperson Sun Hyang Kim, and Aa welcome address by Vice President for Special Affairs Jeong Jin Park, the visiting
international students received Aan overview of the Institute for Far Eastern Studies and the University of North Korean Studies from
Young Joon Choi, Director of International Cooperation at IFES. They also toured the North Korean Materials Room and expressed
strong interest in the more than 20,000 volumes of original North Korean materials housed in the collection.

% The ‘Global Hanma’ program, held annually by Kyungnam University since 1996, invites students from partner universities abroad during the summer break. The
program seeks to foster networking among students through experiential exchange activities with Kyungnam University students while actively supporting the
university’s efforts toward globalization.

Visit by Students from Higashi Nippon
International University, Japan

« Date/Place: August 28, 2025 / IFES Conference Room,
Peace Hall

« Participants: 10 students from Higashi Nippon International
University

The visiting international students Amet with Kyungnam
University President Jae Kyu Park, University of North Korean
Studies Chairperson Sun Hyang Kim, Vice President for Special
Affairs Jeong Jin Park at IFES, and Director Kwan-Sei Lee of
IFES. The program also included Aa screening of promotional
videos on the IFES and the UNKS (English version), as well as
Aa guided tour of the North Korean Materials Room.
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LIBRARY NEWS

Library Information Session

Notice on the Collection of Public Materials from Inter-Korean Talks

Opening North Korean Materials for Research Access

Book-Sharing(Open Stacks)
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